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Picture Books That Spark Curiosity, Inquiry, and Wonder

Why Curiosity Matters
Children are natural scientists, philosophers, and
explorers. Picture books that center curiosity help
them ask meaningful questions, notice details, build
inquiry habits, develop wonder and imagination,
strengthen emotional literacy, and feel empowered to
explore their world.



On a Beam of Light
Jennifer Berne & Vladimir Radunsky
A lyrical portrait of Einstein's childhood
curiosity.
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Books That Celebrate
Curiosity & Questions

Ada Twist, Scientist
Andrea Beaty & David Roberts
A celebration of relentless questioning
and scientific exploration.

The Girl Who Thought in Pictures
Julia Finley Mosca & Daniel Rieley
A biography honoring unconventional thinkers.

I Wonder
Annaka Harris & John Rowe
A gentle introduction to the beauty of
not knowing and the joy of wondering.

What Do You Do With an Idea?
Kobi Yamada & Mae Besom
A metaphor for nurturing curiosity
and letting ideas grow.

The Darkest Dark
Chris Hadfield & The Fan Brothers
A child discovers that curiosity can be
bigger than fear.
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Books That Blend
Curiosity & Wonder

They All Saw a Cat
Brendan Wenzel
A brilliant exploration of perspective and noticing.

The Wonder Garden
Jenny Broom & Kristjana S. Williams
A lush, slow-looking journey through extraordinary
habitats.

The Most Magnificent Thing
Ashley Spires
A story of creative problem-solving
and persistence.

The Dot
Peter H. Reynolds
A spark of creative curiosity and self-
discovery.

Curiosity:
The Story of a Mars Rover
Markus Motum
STEM wonder and the thrill of exploration.
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Nature, Inquiry
& Noticing

Over and Under the Pond
Kate Messner & Christopher Silas Neal
A quiet paddle reveals hidden ecosystems.

The Listening Walk
Paul Showers & Aliki
A classic invitation to sensory curiosity.

Over and Under the Snow
Kate Messner & Christopher Silas Neal
A winter walk uncovers the secret world
beneath the snow.

The Hike
Alison Farrell
A nature-journal-style adventure full
of labels and observations.

Finding Wild
Megan Wagner Lloyd & Abigail Halpin
A poetic exploration of where wildness hides.

Outside Your Window
Nicola Davies & Mark Hearld
Seasonal poems that encourage noticing
nature's rhythms.
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Big Questions &
Philosophical Wonder

The Night Walk
Marie Dorleans
A luminous exploration of nighttime wonder.

The Book of Mistakes
Corinna Luyken
A visual meditation on how mistakes lead to discovery.

Hello, Lighthouse
Sophie Blackall
A meditation on time, change, and noticing.

If You Find a Rock
Peggy Christian & Barbara Hirsch Lember
A poetic taxonomy of rocks and their stories.

The Knowing Book
Rebecca Kai Dotlich & Matthew Cordell
A gentle guide to being present and curious.

The World Belonged to Us
Jacqueline Woodson & Leo Espinosa
A celebration of open-ended play and
imaginative curiosity.



How to Use These Books

Launch inquiry units, model scientific thinking,
support SEL conversations, encourage slow looking,
build nature journals.

For Teachers:

Create curiosity-themed displays, host wonder walks,
pair books with exploration stations.

For Librarians:

Ask open-ended questions, take noticing walks, keep
a family wonder journal, celebrate children's
questions.

For Parents:
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